
BY SARAH KIMBALL

FOR a little over three years, the organ-
ization Faith in the Future has been 
helping families send their children 
to Catholic schools in the Philadelphia 
area. 

Responsible for 17 high schools and 
four schools of special education, the 
foundation currently aids nearly 14,000 
students who would not be able to gain 
a Catholic education if it were not for 
the funding Faith in the Future has 
provided them. 

Faith in the Future was established 
as a response to the decline in high 
school enrollment in Philadelphia’s 
Catholic schools. In 2010, the economic 
pressures proved to be too much for the 
Archdiocese of Philadelphia to man-
age, and consequently, two of its high 
schools were forced to close.  In 2012, 
when a Blue Ribbon Commission sug-
gested that 44 schools across the arch-
diocese also close, Faith in the Future 
was created.

Today, Faith in the Future supports 
Catholic schools as a whole by raising 

money to improve enrollment, subse-
quently putting the schools on stronger 
financial footing. 

Faith in the Future’s commitment 
to providing students with a first-rate 
education has been deemed so impor-
tant by the Archdiocese of Philadel-
phia that the foundation’s management 
contract with the archdiocese has been 
extended to the year 2022.

The extension speaks to the success 
of the establishment, especially consid-
ering the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
is the only one in the country that has 
partnered with an independent founda-
tion like Faith in the Future. 

The support Faith in the Future pro-
vides for Catholic schools continues 
what has been a Philadelphia tradition 
for decades. The first Catholic schools 
in America were established in Phila-
delphia by St. John Neumann, and in 
the 1950s and ‘60s these schools grew 
to be the largest Catholic schools in 
the country, serving many Irish immi-
grants as well as immigrants of other 
descents.

“Our Catholic education is not just 
about acquiring skills, but also about 
acquiring strong moral character, dis-
cipline and goodness that makes some-
one a really valuable and productive 
member of society,” said Faith in the 
Future CEO Samuel Casey Carter.

Carter, like the chairman of Faith 
in the Future, Edward Hanway, and 
many others at the organization, has 

deep Irish American roots which are a 
source of pride.

His father’s family came from Birr, 
Co. Offaly.  Carter is a descendent of 
Daniel Carroll who signed the U.S. 
Constitution and Charles Carroll, the 
only Catholic signer of the Declaration 
of Independence. He is also related to 
John Carroll, the first archbishop of 
the U.S. and the founder of Georgetown 
University.

Carter’s mother comes from more 
modest roots, and takes pride in being 
a ditch digger’s daughter. Her father’s 
family came from Co. Cork and found-
ed the John F. Casey Company which is 
associated with the expansion of Penn-
sylvania railroads and responsible for 
building 900 of the 1,200 bridges in the 
Pittsburg area.

Carter’s rich Irish Catholic roots 
have inspired his work at Faith in the 

Future. Despite the notion of Catholic 
schools being frail and susceptible to 
closing, he has prevailed with the best 
interests of students in mind. 

“More students are coming to our 
schools. These were schools that were 
previously losing 1,300 students a year, 
and we’re now projecting growth in 
our schools,” said Carter.

With the 21st century education pro-
vided by Faith in the Future, each stu-
dent receives individual attention. The 
schools ensure that the students are 
not only college-ready, but also work 
force-ready and able to solve problems 
that they may face in the future.

The foundation strives to make Phil-
adelphia a leader in Catholic schooling 
and encourages people to look at its 
schools if young people are interested 
in the future of learning.

“Particularly in the inner-city, even 
among non-Catholics, Catholic schools 
have proven to be good at providing a 
high level of education to underserved 
children.  We do this because we’re 
Catholic, not because they are,” said 
Carter.

Carter hopes that the success of the 
foundation in Philadelphia can cre-
ate a national model for cities across 
America, “so the heritage and legacy of 
Catholic schooling can be reborn anew 
for another generation.”

For information, visit  
www.faithinthefuture.com
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Ireland Goes Back to Its Roots
BY EVELYN PEREGRIN

IRELAND has gone back 
to its roots – literally.

The Irish Seed Savers 
Association, a nonprofit or-
ganization located in Scar-
riff, Co. Clare, wants to get 
its hands dirty to replenish 
a sense of Irish heritage. The 
work they do promotes biodi-
versity and the importance 
of preserving what natural 
Irish heritage they can find 
through soil. 

Since 1991 Irish Seed Savers 
has prioritized biodiversity by 
collecting and preserving dif-
ferent Irish varieties of herit-
age vegetables, fruits, flowers, 
herbs and Irish apple trees. 
Although many Irish and Eu-
ropean varieties of vegetable 
have been lost, Irish Seed Sav-
ers hopes to cultivate many of 
the remaining types to save 
them from extinction. 

The founder of Irish Seed 
Savers, Anita Hayes, started 
to collect and grow Irish her-
itage crops that seemed to be 
fast disappearing.  Now the 
organization is Ireland’s only 
seed bank, boasting 800 her-
itage varieties of seeds, at a 
time when 80 percent of Irish 
and European heritage fruit 
and vegetable varieties have 
already been lost. 

Modern farming practices 
have contributed to the de-
cline in cultural variety. The 

hope is that the public’s rising 
interest in growing their own 
foods will lead to awareness of 
the threat to heritage varieties. 
Seeds that have been saved 
from extinction and preserved 
are made available for custom-
ers to purchase online so that 
the country can grow rich in 
heritage varieties again.

The organization has ex-
panded past Irish-only heritage 
vegetables and is now striving 
to preserve heritage varieties 
from all over the world that are 
best suited to Ireland’s climate. 
Their focus is to cultivate and 
foster biodiversity. 

All of Irish Seed Savers’ 
income comes from sponsors 
who donate funds by subscrib-
ing to a membership or attend 
fundraising events. It is a 
charity that relies on the gen-
erosity of others, and the hope 
that passion for their cause is 
contagious. Every year one 
percent of the organization’s 
income goes to help other or-
ganizations with similar en-
vironmental goals in Ireland 
and around the world.

Their facility currently pre-
serves, stores and distributes 
seeds of 800 heritage vegetable 
varieties, 48 heritage grain 
varieties, a heritage potato col-
lection of over 50 varieties, and 
maintains over 140 different 
varieties of native apple in their 
orchards. On the Scarriff site 
alone, they house the largest 

collection of self-rooting varie-
ties of apple tree in the world. 

All of their varieties are 
grown organically on site. 
The ethos of the Irish Seed 
Savers project is sustainabili-
ty and working with nature to 
preserve. In this sense, keep-
ing the heritage vegetables all 
natural and chemical free is 
extremely important. 

Visitors are welcome to ex-
plore 20 acres of working seed 
gardens, walk through herit-
age orchards and experience 
native woodlands. 

Environmental education 

is a top priority in the organ-
ization. Tours and community 
groups are given the opportu-
nity to learn about the rich his-
tory found in the fruit of Irish 
soil by visiting the facilities 
and exploring the grounds.

Teams from the Irish Seed 
Savers go to schools and give 
demonstrations to children on 
the importance of biodiversi-
ty and the preservation of the 
earth. A new seed bank facili-
ty opened in 2012 allows visi-
tors to view the processing of 
800 varieties of seeds. 

Through supporters and 

subscribers a new educational 
facility was built which hous-
es various workshops focused 
on environmental education. 
The classes may vary from 
lessons in organic farming, 
the dos and don’ts of bee keep-
ing, cheese making and how 
to start your own orchard.  

The goal of Irish Seed Sav-
ers is to preserve a part of 
Irish culture.  Americans 
looking to connect can visit 
www.irishseedsavers.ie and 
become involved by subscrib-
ing to a unique experience of 
contributing to a living legacy. 

The Irish Seed Savers land 
in Scarriff, Co. Clare.
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